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WHEATLAND-CHILI SKI AND SNOWBOARD CLUB 
940 NORTH ROAD 

SCOTTSVILLE, NEW YORK 14546 
October 2, 2023 

 

Welcome to the 2023-2024 Ski and Snowboard Club information packet.  Information can be found on the 

following pages: 

 1-2 – General Ski Club Information 

 3-5 – Middle School Ski and Snowboard Club – Additional Information 

 7 – Checklist of Instructions for Ski Club sign-up 

 9 – Website prices for Students (best price before 11/15)– place order at www.swain.com/clubs  

 10 – Website prices for Parents/families 

 11 – Information/Permission/Statement Sheet (for return to school for all members) 

 13 – Assumption of Risk (for return to school for all members) 

 15 – Ski Patrol Medical Authorization (return to school for all members) 

17 – Rental Form (return to school if your student rents – and order your rentals (pay) online) 

 19 – Sign up information for Remind notifications 

 

Purchases for Swain will occur online. 

Paperwork to be turned in to advisor is in this packet. 

Holiday Valley Trip will occur as a separate transaction in January 
Still working on a possible February Break trip to Gore Mountain for 11th and 12th with Caledonia-Mumford 

 

Your student has expressed a desire to join the Middle or High School Ski and Snowboard Club this 

year.  Our goal is to make sure that each student has a great experience, regardless of skiing and snowboarding 

experience.  We continue to work closely with Swain to provide a positive and safe experience.  This year all 

payments and purchases and some of the paperwork will occur online – please note this is different than in 

some previous years. This year, we will travel to Swain for 6 Thursday nights, beginning (weather permitting) 

on January 4, 2024.  If a trip needs to be cancelled due to weather or lack of snow, we will add additional nights 

to be sure to reschedule so that we have all six trips. 

 

Ski Club will operate as it has in past years with a maximum of 42 students in Middle School and 42 

students in High School Ski Club.  Last year we were right at our maximum capacity – but to date we have not 

had to turn anyone away.  With that being said, Ski and Snowboard Club is first come/first served. 

 

In addition, and back by popular demand, will be a Ski and Snowboard Club trip to Holiday Valley on 

Saturday January 27th, 2024 (with a make-up date of Saturday February 10th, 2024).  More information about 

this trip will come out as it gets closer.  Students wishing to attend must be a part of ski club, and will need to 

bring the correct amount of cash the day of the trip along with a slip to board the bus.  We will leave school at 

7:00 AM and return to school around 6:00 PM.  The cost will be $68 for a lift ticket ($54 if under 12 years old) 

and $47 for rental (with a helmet, $38 without – or if under 12 years old $39 or $30 without helmet).  We just 

wanted this information to be available as soon as possible so that you may think ahead.  Families are welcome 

to pay us ahead of time and meet us there to qualify for the same rates. 

 

The attached pages contain the traditional information and questions/answers for Ski and Snowboard 

Club as well as ordering instructions.  If at any time you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

either of us. 

 

Skiing and snowboarding are lifelong physical activities that promote a healthy, fun and positive social 

activity.  Again, please do not hesitate to contact either of us at any time with questions.  Take care, stay 

healthy, and think snow!      

http://www.swain.com/clubs
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GENERAL SKI AND SNOWBOARD CLUB INFORMATION: 
      

Ski Club is open to ANY student in Grades 6-12.  We will begin skiing/snowboarding as soon as there is 

enough snow. This will probably be Thursday, January 4th, 2024. Any days missed due to weather will be made 

up. We will travel to Swain Winter Resort by bus, leaving school at 2:45 PM (Middle School) and 3:05 PM 

(High School) and arrive back at Wheatland-Chili between 9:30 and 9:40 PM. You should plan on picking your 

child up then. We will issue a 15-minute warning on the bus for students to call or text home.  

 

Students new to the club are required to take one lesson per week for the first four weeks. Failure to take a 

lesson could mean loss of skiing privilege. We encourage students to take lessons no matter what their ability 

level since none of us ever stops learning.  

 

As this is a school-sponsored activity, students must adhere to all school rules.  Students may not smoke and 

may not carry nor use controlled substances at any time with the club. The advisors and chaperones will be 

checking periodically to ensure that none of this material is transported.  Students in the club must travel to and 

from the ski area on the bus when the club is skiing – no student is allowed to transport themselves!   If 

parents are skiing the same night, they will need to see the advisor (face to face) each evening if they are 

transporting their student home (to be sure everyone is accounted for).  Inappropriate behavior by students, as 

judged by the Swain staff, advisors, bus drivers and chaperones may result in expulsion from the club.  Tickets 

will be given to be used independently of ski club.  We will enforce these policies and request your cooperation. 

 

       Swain is once again offering discounted prices for ALL – so take advantage and buy tickets for you and 

your family through the ski club this year and save big.  If you want to give the gift of ski club for the holidays, 

please take advantage of these prices.  As a reminder, the prices change on November 15th, so be sure to sign up 

before then. 

 

      THE LARGEST CHANGE FOR THIS YEAR is in ticketing procedures.  This year (like last year) all 

purchasing will occur online.  However, Swain has returned to shipping tickets to the advisor, not to the 

individuals.  Each week, your student will receive their tickets on the bus unless a family needs other 

arrangements.  The advisor will give the meal and rental ticket each week (as applicable) and turn in the lift 

coupon on the student behalf to get a lift ticket for the student jacket.  Students will then have to hold on to their 

rental and meal coupons until the appropriate time.  Please note that this is a change from last year when tickets 

were shipped to the purchaser, but a return to the way it was for several years prior.  We will not have extra 

tickets for students to use if they lose them once handed out.  Families that order through the club will receive 

tickets from me (we can arrange for me to send with your student or drop to you). 

 

       Skiing and snowboarding are lifelong physical activities that promote a healthy, fun and positive social 

activity.  Again, please do not hesitate to contact either of us at any time with questions.  Take care, stay 

healthy, and think snow! 

  Sincerely, 

 

        Megan Melville  Scott Melville 

        Middle School Advisor High School Advisor 

        585-889-6858   585-889-6851 

 

E-mails:  scott_melville@wheatlandchili.org      megan_melville@wheatlandchili.org  

 

mailto:scott_melville@wheatlandchili.org
mailto:megan_melville@wheatlandchili.org
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS AND FAMILIES: 
 

Dear Parent or Guardian,         October 2, 2023 

 

For many Middle School students, this is the first opportunity to take a recurring field trip a significant 

distance away from home.  Although this may be a new experience for parents and students, I assure you that 

ski club is a safe environment that allows students the unique opportunity to gain an athletic skill while 

simultaneously building new relationships with peers.  This letter, in addition to the first letter, will hopefully 

answer any questions that you have about the logistics of ski club.  If at any time you have additional questions, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

School Phone: 889-6858 Email: megan_melville@wheatlandchili.org 

 

General Information: 

 

    We will travel to Swain Winter Resort by WC bus, leaving the Middle School at 2:45 PM (at the latest).  We 

will arrive at Swain by 3:55 and have all of our equipment ready to go by 4:10 (a little later the first time out). 

We will leave Swain at 8:30 PM, and students are expected to budget their time so that they are not late for the 

bus (chaperones will also issue reminders).  We will arrive back at the Middle/High School at 9:35 PM and you 

should plan on picking your child up then (at the Middle School).   

 

Eligibility and Participation in Modified Sports: 

 

If a student in ski club receives an administrative detention or is in In-School Suspension on the day of ski 

club, they are not allowed to participate for that day.  Should that occur, parents may pick up tickets for use on 

weekends.  For each outing, students must report to the Sports Study Hall, and remain there until picked up by 

an advisor.  Students are expected to use the time after school to complete homework.  Many students have also 

taken advantage of the transportation time to complete assignments and readings.  

 

     In a small school such as WC, students have the opportunity to participate in a variety of sports and 

activities.  Once ski club starts for the season, many modified sports are underway.  Students should check with 

individual coaches to learn their policy regarding participation in Ski Club and sports simultaneously.  In 

agreement with some coaches, students may participate in modified sports and ski club at the same time.  

Students will still attend regularly scheduled games for sports, even if they fall on a Thursday.  Student’s should 

likely purchase of a 4-night program if they plan to participate in sports at the same time (instead of a 6-night).  

In the past, students will attend ski club on practice days but games on game days.  Please remember that 

game/meet schedules may have not been determined at the time of this letter, but that you may check 

www.sectionvny.org to look at sports schedules as they become available. 

 

Procedures (a more detailed list of procedures will be available to students who sign up): 

 

      The bus will leave at 2:45 PM at the latest for Swain.  If students are not on the bus, it will be assumed by 

the advisors that the student will not be present for the particular evening.  As students board the bus, they will 

receive their tickets for the evening. 

 

      If students have their own equipment, they will be able to store it at the school on Thursdays.  Students at 

the Middle School building can bring equipment to the auditorium to store it for the day upon arrival.  There 

will be a procedure for loading the bus and van closer to the season. 

 

      Students will be given the tag for their jacket as they exit the bus, and will need their rental ticket (if 

applicable) in their pocket and ready.  Students are escorted through the process of getting their equipment.  

Students new to the club are required to take lessons, and lessons begin immediately after students depart the 

http://www.sectionvny.org/
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rental building.  Lessons are one hour in length, and students are allowed (and encouraged) to take as many 

lessons as they wish, as they are included in the price of skiing.  Should your student wish to switch from skiing 

to snowboarding for the year, they can make this change one time (so that students are not flip-flopping 

between the two).  

 

      Students must remain with a partner at all times.  Students will be able to quickly identify those at a similar 

ability level and ski or snowboard with them.  If students do not have a partner, one of our staff members will 

be happy to accompany them.  The cafeteria is open from 4:30 PM until 7:30 PM.  Students can decide when to 

eat, but generally like to eat as a group around 5:30.  Again, if they purchased meal tickets, these are held on to 

by the students and are treated as cash (so they cannot be replaced if lost). 

 

      If your child needs assistance during the evening, they can come to the lodge to locate a Wheatland 

employee, can ask a Swain employee to page a Wheatland staff member, or (if on the hill) stop a Ski Patrol 

member.  Mr. Melville generally gives out his cell number to each student in case of an emergency.  The Ski 

Patrol also assists in the event of injury.  Students are reminded to stay on hills that are of their ability level, as 

most injuries occur as a result of a student using terrain beyond their ability level.  In the event that your child is 

injured during the evening, the Swain Ski Patrol or I will contact you directly.  Most injuries are minor and can 

be treated by the highly trained Patrol members.  The Patrol may recommend a doctor’s visit the next day.  In 

the event of a serious injury (i.e. a broken bone), a student may need to be transported to the hospital.  Students 

are transported by the Canaseraga Ambulance to Noyes Hospital in Dansville, or the parent is asked to come get 

their student for further evaluation (in less serious instances).  A Wheatland-Chili staff member accompanies 

students until parents can arrive.  Again, this is a rare occurrence, and has only happened three times in the past 

fifteen years at the High School level, and never at the Middle School level during evening outings. 

 

      Students need to be on the bus and ready to leave by 8:30 PM.  It takes about 10 minutes to return 

equipment and prepare for the ride home.  We will inform students when we are approximately 15 minutes from 

the school so that they may call home to arrange a ride.  The bus will be in the bus loop at the Middle/High 

School at 9:30 PM.  Students will not have access to the building for warmth, so your promptness is 

encouraged.  All of the procedures for ski club will be reviewed again with all participants on the first night of 

skiing.  

 

Swain/Wheatland-Chili Partnership: 

 

      Swain and Wheatland continue to partner together to bring you the highly discounted prices.  Likewise, 

Swain will continue to assign a “coach” for each student taking lessons.  This will be their coach for the 

season…this way they can focus on building skills from week to week.  This is an amazing program that will be 

extremely beneficial to all of our young skiers and snowboarders – building skills and reducing injuries.  Swain 

has also improved the rental process and building this year to make it more efficient for our students. 

 

Family Tickets:  

 

      If you or your family skis or snowboards and you would like to take advantage of the discounted student 

rate for other children in your family, please contact me, as you can purchase these passes at a lower cost as a 

family member.  The average discount of skiing with a club vs. regular ticketing is about 50%, so if your other 

children or you yourself want to learn, doing so through a club is a wise move!  Ticket prices are almost the 

same this year as they were last year! 

 

Ski and Snowboard Club for the Holidays: 

 

      Last year, many parents gave a Ski Club membership as a gift to their child for the holidays.  If you are 

interested in doing so, please contact me by phone or e-mail (so that I do not ruin the surprise)!  Meal vouchers 
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are also available again this year, and were popular with parents and students last year as an alternative to a bag 

dinner or carrying cash! 

 

      Swain is also offering discounted pricing for families again this year, which represents a significant 

discount.  If your family skis, please consider ordering through the club! 

 

Payment Arrangements: 

 

      If you would like to sign your student up for Ski and Snowboard Club but need to break up the payments, 

you may do so through the Swain website.  Payment is generally made online directly to Swain.  

 

Signing-Up and Summary: 

 

      To sign up your student, complete your purchasing at www.swain.com/clubs and then complete pages 9, 11 

and 13 (all students) and 15 (students that rent) and return to Mr. or Mrs. Melville before November 15th.  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO ADD “WHEATLAND CHILI” TO YOUR CART (so your order gets tagged to our 

school).  Please be sure to read the liability release statement form and sign it with your student.  The prices go 

up after the first deadline, so act fast.  Parents and students share that they were happy with the positive 

experience that Ski and Snowboard was for their child!  Similarly, students who participated in the all-day field 

trip to Swain last year couldn’t wait to do it again!  Again, any questions – please let me know! 

 

  

    Sincerely,  

 

    Megan Melville   

    Middle School Ski Club Advisor  

  

http://www.swain.com/clubs
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SKI CLUB SIGN-UP CHECKLIST: 
 

YOU MUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING BEFORE BEING 

REGISTERED AS A MEMBER OF THE CLUB… 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT TICKETS ARE SHIPPED TO HOME INSTEAD OF 

TO THE ADVISORS.  THIS IS A CHANGE THIS YEAR! 
 

 

1) Visit www.swain.com/clubs 

a. Add our School to your cart (It tags your tickets that way) 

b. Purchase Lift Tickets or Pass (ALL STUDENTS) 

c. Purchase rental package (if student does not have their own equipment) 

d. Purchase any Meal Vouchers (For Discounted Food on Ski Club Days) 

e. If you are unable to complete the online process, please contact an advisor. 

f. If you order a season pass or Thursday pass, you must fill out a “Pass Waiver” on the Swain site  

(at the top of the home page) for each student/adult you are purchasing for. 

 

2) Return your paperwork to School: 

a. Fill out the Student Information Form (serves as a school permission slip) as well as an 

Assumption of Risk Form.  These pages (9 and 11) must be returned to one of the advisors. 

b. Fill out the Swain Medical Authorization Form for all students (Page 13).  Swain requires this 

hard copy of this form this year. 

c. If your student rents, complete Page 15 (Rental Form) and return to an advisor.  Please note 

Swain requires a hard copy of this form this year. 

d. Return to Mr. Melville in the cafeteria, Mrs. Melville in Room 318, or the main office. 

 

3) Sign up for Remind to receive pertinent Ski Club messages including start dates for outings 

 

4) Check the date (January 27th)for Holiday Valley and see if your student is interested.  We will need a 

final count by January 20th, 2024 for Holiday Valley (for transportation purposes) 

 

5) Contact an advisor with any questions or concerns. 

 

6) Purchase some tickets for your family or yourself if you choose to. 

 

 

ON SKI CLUB DAYS: 
YOUR STUDENT’S RENTAL AND MEAL TICKET WILL BE GIVEN TO 

THEM… 
 

They will need to hold the rental and meal coupon for use later in the evening.  THE ADVISORS WILL 

NOT HAVE ANY EXTRA PASSES TO REPLACE MISSING PASSES, so taking close care of tickets is 

vitally important.  We will hand you your lift ticket (for your jacket) as you get off of the bus. 

 

http://www.swain.com/clubs
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Student Options from www.swain.com/clubs 
 

 Student Season Passes – All Access all season 

 Twilight Season Passes – Good every night of the season 

 Select-a-Night – Good every Thursday night all season 

 Lift Ticket Packs – Lift tickets that are good for a full day/night 

 Twilight Lift Tickets – Good nights only – MOST COMMON OPTION FOR SKI CLUB MEMBERS 

 Rentals – For students that do not have their own equipment 

 Meal Passes – Good for food at Swain (A good alternative to sending cash or card or food each week) 

 



10 

PARENT/FAMILY options from www.swain.com/clubs 

 

 

http://www.swain.com/clubs
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WC Student Information and Permission– PLEASE FILL OUT AND RETURN TO SCHOOL FOR 

ALL MEMBERS 

 

Student Name ________________________________ Grade _____ Date of Birth _________________ 

Parent Name _________________________________  

 

Telephone Number ________________________ 

 

 

Other Information (medical or other) that might be useful for advisors to know about the student:  

 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING 

I, __________________________________, parent or guardian of ___________________________________ 

have read the ski club advisor’s letter of October 2, 2023, and do hereby grant permission for my child to 

participate in Wheatland-Chili Ski Club activities including Thursday trips to Swain and the Saturday January 

27th trip to Holiday Valley. I have read, understand and have discussed with my child the following paragraphs 

as published by Swain Ski Center: 

“Warning to Skiers: Downhill skiing, like many other sports, contains inherent risks including, but not 

limited to the risk of personal injury, including catastrophic injury, or death, or property damage, which 

may be caused by variations in terrain or weather conditions; or, surface or substance snow, ice, bare 

spots or areas of thin cover, moguls, ruts, bumps, or other persons using the facilities; or rocks, forest 

growth, debris, branches, trees, roots, stumps; or other natural objects or man made objects that are 

incidental to the provision or maintenance of a ski facility in New York State. New York law imposes a 

duty on you to become apprised of and understand the risks inherent in the sport of skiing, which are set 

forth above, so that you make an informed decision of whether to participate in skiing notwithstanding 

the risks. New York also imposes additional duties upon you, to which you must adhere, for the purpose 

of avoiding injury caused by any of the risks inherent in skiing. If you are not willing to assume all of 

these risks and abide by these duties, you must not participate in skiing at this area.” 

We recognize that, should my child conduct himself or herself in an inappropriate manner concerning the rules 

of Swain Ski Area and the Wheatland-Chili Ski Club, as judged by the advisor and chaperones, that the 

privilege of skiing with the ski club will be revoked without refund. We also accept responsibility for expenses 

that might arise as a result of __________________________________’s actions. 

 student’s name 

 

My child, ____________________, and I are fully aware of the potential danger of injury while skiing.  We 

agree to indemnify and hold harmless the school district on any claims arising out of injuries suffered on any 

school sponsored ski trips.  My child will agree to limit him/herself to those slopes that match his/her skill level.   

 

 

Signed  ________________________________________________ Date _________________________ 

  Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

 ________________________________________________ Date _________________________ 

  Student Signature 
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PLEASE FILL OUT FOR ALL STUDENTS –  

WHEATLAND CHILI CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MIDDLE AND HIGH SCHOOL 

SKI AND SNOWBOARD CLUB INFORMED CONSENT 

AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK AGREEMENT 

 

Name: ____________________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________ 

 

As a condition of participating in the Wheatland-Chili Middle School or High School Ski and Snowboard Club, 

I acknowledge that I have read this form, fully understand it, and agree to its terms and conditions. 

 

1. I hereby acknowledge that I have obtained medical clearance from my physician for participation in Ski 

and Snowboard Club activities.  I further understand that I will be solely responsible for monitoring the 

manner and intensity of my activities in the club, and will do so in a way which will not jeopardize my 

health, safety or physical well-being, or the health, safety or well-being of others.  In particular, I agree 

that I am solely responsible for complying with any restrictions identified by my physician as to the 

participation in Ski and Snowboard Club activities.  I further agree that if any circumstances occur 

which would impact my physician’s medical clearance; I will notify the District and my physician of 

such. 

 

2. I understand that the supervision of Ski and Snowboard Club activities by the District is general in 

nature, and the Ski and Snowboard Club supervisor is not responsible for supervising or monitoring the 

manner or intensity of my activities in the Ski and Snowboard Club. 

 

3. I hereby acknowledge that my participation in the District’s Ski and Snowboard Club involves risks 

including possible injury to bones, muscles, tendons, and ligaments, dehydration, abnormal blood 

pressure, fainting and heart disorders (including heart attacks).  I also understand that personal items and 

equipment may be damaged, lost or stolen during Ski and Snowboard Club activities.  Based on the 

foregoing, I assume all risks associated with my participation in the District’s Ski and Snowboard Club, 

including but not limited to the risks set forth above.   

 

4. I hereby release the Wheatland-Chili Central School District, its Board of Education, in both their 

corporate and individual capacities, its employees, agents and assigns for all claims (of any nature) 

relating to my participation in the District’s Ski and Snowboard Club, including, but not limited to 

claims for personal injury or death, and damage to, loss or theft of personal items and equipment. 

 

     ____________________________ 

      (Student’s Signature) 

     ____________________________ 

       (Date) 

If student is under 18 years of age the student’s parent or guardian must also sign this form as 

acknowledgement that the student’s parent or guardian has given permission for the student to participate in the 

District’s Ski and Snowboard Club and accepts the terms and conditions set forth herein on behalf of the 

student. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Mrs. Melville (High School) at 889-6858 or Mr. Melville (High 

School) at 889-6851. 

     ____________________________ 

         (Signature of Parent/Guardian) 

     ____________________________ 

       (Date) 
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 MUST FILL OUT AND RETURN FOR ALL STUDENTS 
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Please complete if your student is renting, and order rental vouchers online at www.swain.com/clubs 

  

http://www.swain.com/clubs
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USE THESE INSTRUCTIONS TO SIGN UP FOR REMIND FOR INFO ABOUT SKI CLUB INCLUDING 

CHANGES, CANCELLATIONS, OR LATE BUS UPDATES!

 


